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and the dwellers upon the earth being, it seems to us, proved,
we shall now consider how those superhuman beings and
men who live on the earth or on the other planets may be
brought into relation with each other. It appears to us that
this communication is chiefly in action during sleep, and
through the medium of dreams. Sleep, that curious and ill-
explained state, is the condition of our being during which a
portion of our physiological functions, those which establish
our connection with the external world, are abolished, while
the soul preserves a part of its activity. In this condition, the
body being seized by a kind of death, the soul, on the con-
trary, continues to act, to feel, and to manifest itself by the
phemonena of dreams. Now, in the superhuman being, the
spiritual portion, the soul, dominates immensely over the
material portion. The superhuman being is, so to speak,, all
intelligence. Man, when he is in the condition of sleep and
dreaming, approaches nearer to the superhuman being than
when he is in a waking state"; there is, then, more resem-
blance, more natural affinity between them. Consequently
communications can be more easily established between these
two beings who are drawn together by analogy of condition.
There is a saying, the result of repeated observation, which
is logical and true. It is, the night brings counsel. Is not
this as much as to say that it is during the night we receive
the secret communications and the solitary advice of those
beloved. invisible beings who watch over us, and inspire us
with their supreme wisdom? It is certain that when we*
have to make a decision, to unravel a thought, it often hap-